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Our Questions
What time zone does this 
story take place in?

Where is British Guiana 
located?

What kinds of animals 
does the zoo have? 
Why can Marlin talk to 
animals but not humans?
How do students with 
similar speech 
impediments 
communicate in school?

Key:

A= Answered

BK= Answered from someone's 

background knowledge

I= Answers can be inferred from the text 

D= Answered by further discussion 

RS= Answered through further research

C= Confusion 
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proprietor

guano

demeanor

stutterer

Match each word to its definition

a person who owns a business 

waste material from animals

a person's appearance and behavior 

to have a speech problem that causes you to 
repeat the beginning sound of some words

to make mistakes in doing something

bungling
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YES NO

Are these phrases persuasive?

Join us!I urge youhighly recommended 

the lucky few
Be amazed!That's a fact.

It's at 9 o'clock The tigers are hungry Marlin opened the cage

blue shoes
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The Daily Profit: Travel

The Zoo at the Edge of the World Resort: A 
Travel Critic's Nightmare
By: Marie Bartz 

My stay at the Zoo at the Edge of the World Resort has been a disaster so far. I urge you to stay far 
away from Ronan Rackham's failed pursuit. The trip over was pleasant enough on the ship 
called Saint of the Animals. In fact, everything was just fine until the third day. There I was, 
expecting an enjoyable circus performance when the tent burst into flames! Ronan Rackham 
played it off as a thrilling adventure instead of a near death experience. As if this wasn't bad 
enough, his own son was injured by one of the animals shortly after. That bloodthirsty jaguar 
got a piece of his son and Rackham explained it was merely a "fluke." This resort is too 
dangerous for Englishmen to visit; that's a fact. If you have any common sense, you will not 
book a trip to the Zoo at the Edge of the World.
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Marlin helps the jaguar escape

Place these story events in order

l

The duke & his family arrive at the resort.

Marlin discovers what his dad did to Natham

Ronan announces he will execute the jaguar

Marlin discovers he can communicate with animals

The animals take over the zoo

Marlin decides to live in the jungle
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Summary:
The Zoo at the Edge of the World by Eric Kahn Gale is about a boy named Marlin who is a 
stutterer. He lives at his father's resort, which is a zoo where English people vacation, including 
the duke and his family. Marlin's father is a famous explorer who brings a jaguar to the zoo. 
This jaguar has magic that gives Marlin the ability to talk to animals. Marlin develops a close 
bond with the jaguar and other animals so when he sees that his father is going to make the 
jaguar and orangatangs fight at the circus, he sets the tent on fire. Shortly after, the jaguar 
attacks Marlin's brother who was trying to hurt the jaguar. The guests get scared and threaten 
to leave, but Marlin's dad gets them to stay by saying he will execute the jaguar. Marlin decides 
to free the jaguar to save him. The zoo is overtaken by the animals in the end and everyone 
abandons the resort. Marlin decides to live in the jungle with his animal friends. The theme of 
this book is that "conquerors can't be protectors." 

Response:
My favorite part of the book was when Marlin set the tent on fire because I was afraid one of 
the animals would get hurt during the circus. I wonder what happens to Marlin's dad after the 
story since his resort was destroyed. I do not agree with the theme that "conquerors can't be 
protectors" because a lot of zoos today take in animals that are close to extinction to protect 
them. Zoos also make habitats that are very similar to the animal's natural environments and 
place food in ways that cause animals to hunt for their food as they would if they were in the 
wild.  


